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COMPLETE  SPECIFICATION. 

An  Improved  Compress,  Poultice,  Blister,  and  like  Protector. 

I,  Ida  Marilla  Hemsteder  of  3836  Vincennes  Avenue  Chicago,  in  the 
County  of  Cook  and  State  of  Illinois,  U.S.A.,  Lady,  do  hereby  declare  the  nature 
of  this  invention  and  in  what  manner  the  same  is  to  be  performed,  to  be  particularly 
described  and  ascertained  in  and  by  the  following  statement  : — 

5  This  invention  relates  to  a  protector  or  case  for  use  in  the  application  of  hot  and 
cold  water  compresses,  poultices,  blisters  and  like  external  applications.  It 
consists  in  a  moisture  retaining  or  water  proof  casing  adapted  to  cover  the  back 
and  the  edges  of  the  face  of  such  objects. 

In  the  drawing 

10  Fig.  1  is  a  face  view  of  the  protector. 

Fig.  2  a  section  on  line  2 — 2  of  Fig.  1. 

Fig.  3  a  section  on  line  3 — 3  of  Fig.  1. 

Figs.  4  and  5  shew  different  shapes  illustrating  how  the  protector  may  be 
adapted  for  use  upon  different  parts  of  the  body. 

15  The  protector  maybe  made  of  any  suitable  moisture  retaining  or  waterproof 
material  but  preferably  of  india  rubber  or  of  cloth  coated  with  india  rubber.  The 
shape  may  vary  to  correspond  to  the  shape  and  dimensions  of  the  compress, 
poultice  or  blister,  etcetera.  In  any  case  the  protector  has  a  back  or  covering 
part  A  and  an  edge  or  margin  B  somewhat  like  a  bag  of  waterproof  material  with 
20  a  large  portion  of  one  of  its  sides  cut  away.  The  poultice,  compress  or  like 
object  h  is  placed  within  the  casing  overlapped  by  the  edges  B  and  its  back 
protected  by  the  covering  part  A.  It  may  then  be  applied  to  the  body  so  that 
the  exposed  portion  will  be  in  contact  with  the  skin. 

In  the  case  of  large  poultices,  etcetera ,  it  is  sometimes  convenient  to  provide 
marginal  perforations  as  for  example  at  c  into  which  tapes  d  may  be  threaded  or 
laced  for  holding  the  contained  poultice  or  other  like  remedial  application  h  in  its 
place  whilst  it  is  being  handled  to  apply  or  remove  it.  It  is  also  convenient 
especially  in  large  protectors  to  have  a  nozzle  or  drainage  orifice  e  in  some  part  of 
the  edge  as  for  example  at  the  corner  as  shewn  in  Fig.  1  and  provided  with  a 
30  screw  cap  or  plug  as  more  clearly  shewn  in  Fig.  3.  If  the  material  employed  be 
stiff  enough  a  groove  or  channel /may  be  formed  at  the  extreme  edge  for  collecting 
any  water  that  may  drain  from  the  applied  object. 

The  shape  shewn  in  Fig.  4  is  more  particularly  suitable  for  application  to  the 
chest  and  also  extending  at  each  side  up  to  or  covering  the  clavicles,  g  are  loops 
35  or  eyes  for  the  reception  of  strings  or  tapes  to  secure  the  protector  and  contained 
object  in  place  so  that  the  wearer  may  sit  up  without  displacing  the  same. 

It  is  claimed  that  this  device  is  simple,  light,  Comfortable  to  wear,  inexpensive, 
durable  and  efficient.  The  moisture  in  the  applied  object  is  kept  from  evaporating 
and  the  heat  is  retained  for  a  longer  time  than  is  usual:  It  tends  to  prevent 
40  changes  in  temperature  which  are  always  more  or  less  dangerous,  and  guards  against 
cold  edges  which  are  chilling  and  disagreeable.  It  prevents  wetting  and  staining 
of  the  bed  clothes  or  clothes  of  the  patient  and  dispenses  with  extra  cover  cloths 
which  are  always  heavy  and  distressing,  and  finally  prevents  displacement  of  the 
application  by  the  patient’s  movements. 

45  Having  now  particularly  described  and  ascertained  the  nature  of  my  said  inven¬ 
tion,  and  in  what  manner  the  same  is  to  be  performed,  1  declare  that  what  1 
claim  is  : — 

1.  A  protector  or  case  for  compresses,  poultices,  blisters  and  the  like  consisting 
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of  a  bag  made  of  a  moisture  retaining  or  waterproof  material  and  haring  one  of 
its  sides  cut  away  to  form  a  marginal  face  whereby  the  object  applied  is  protected 
at  the  back  and  edges  and  exposed  at  the  face  substantially  as  described  and 
shewn. 

2.  In  the  projector  or  case  referred  to  the  perforations  c ,  the  nozzle  e,  the  5> 
groove  or  gutter  /  and  loops  or  eyes  g,  for  the  purposes  specified  substantially  as 
described  and  shewn. 

Dated  this  11th  day  of  September  1894, 

THOMAS  R.  SHILLITO, 

89,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.,  Agent  for  the  Applicant.  10> 
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